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ON A SUNDAY IN LATE OCTOBER 1776, SEVENTY-YEAR-OLD
Benjamin Franklin sailed for France in the American 16-
gun sloop Reprisal to take up his duties as one of his new
nation’s commissioners to the Court of Versailles. He did
so in the certain knowledge that if Reprisal was taken by
a British warship, he would be hanged for high treason.
His signature was on the inflammatory Declaration of In-
dependence, a document he had just helped craft.

Franklin had been home in Philadelphia barely a year
and a half after spending almost two decades represent-
ing first Pennsylvania and, eventually, several colonies at
the court of King George II of England, and when the
king died, his son George III. The experience had made
him more familiar with the ways of Europe than any-
one else in the new American government. The only
way the war for independence was going to work was if
the French helped fund it. It would be his task to
squeeze from the most autocratic monarch in Europe the
money to pay for a democratic revolution. He had no
idea as he sailed that the task would keep him in France
for almost ten years. His ultimate success in securing the
assistance of the French, aid that would result in the ca-
pitulation of the British forces under Gen. Lord Corn-
wallis at Yorktown, Virginia, in 1781, would culminate
with his negotiation of the Treaty of Paris, confirming
the existence of the United States.

When he arrived in France, he was arguably the most
famous man in the European sphere. Fashionable women
wore bracelets and rings set with his profile. John Adams,
who worked with Franklin in France, wrote of that time
some years later, saying, “there was scarcely a peasant or
a citizen, a valet de chambre, coachman or footman, a lady’s
chambermaid or a scullion in a kitchen, who was not fa-
miliar with [Franklin’s name], and who did not consider
him as a friend to human kind.”

To this popular acclaim was added the weight of rec-
ognized scientific genius, and this and his friendships
among the aristocracy of intellect in Europe gave him a
potent network. Coupled with an understanding of how
to sway public opinion that was centuries ahead of its
time, such connections and fame made Franklin a for-
midable proponent and adversary. And he was impervi-
ous to flanking character attacks. Warned of being spied
on (as he was throughout the war), he replied, “I have
long observ’d one Rule which prevents any Inconve-
nience from such Practices. It is simply this, to be con-
cern’d in no Affairs that I should blush to have made
publick, and to do noth-
ing but what Spies may
see & welcome.”

His modest dress and
workman’s background,
together with his benign
and quiet manner, were
deceptive to those used to
grand gestures and obfus-
cating talk. “T served,” Jef-
ferson would say much
later, “with General Wash-
ington in the legislature of
Virginia before the Revo-
lution, and during it with
Dr. Franklin in Congress. I never heard either of them
speak ten minutes at a time, nor to any but the main point
which was to decide the question. They laid their shoul-
ders to the great points, knowing that the little ones would
follow of themselves.”

Franklin came late to the idea of independence, but early
to the colonies as a distinct union. Once he had embraced
independence, he had passionately held to a clear vision of
the kind of country he wanted it to be: a democratic re-
public whose political power flowed from its citizens. To
build such a society he had many years before devised a
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Dated 1789, this portrait of Benjamin Franklin is by Philadelphian
Charles Wilson Peale, who shared his subject’s interest in science.




plan with three simple, practical
steps: the creation of “virtuous™ citi-
zens, the formation of small groups
with a common purpose and com-
mitment to the collective good, and
the establishment of networks that
grew from these groups. “I have al-
ways thought,” he once wrote, “that
one Man of tolerable Abilities may
work great Changes, and accomplish
great Affairs among Mankind, if he
first forms a good Plan, and . ..
makes the Execution of that same
Plan his sole Study and Business.”
As early as 1751 he had outlined
_ how a union of the colonies might be
achieved. Three years later, he wrote
the Albany Plan of Union during a
conference called to conclude a treaty
with the Six Nations, a long-enduring
confederation of the Mohawk, Onei-
da, Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca and
Tuscarora tribes. In this document
and in three subsequent letters,
Franklin presented arguments that
would define the War of Indepen-
dence 20 years before it happened.
No other Founder even came close
to Franklin’s direct level of familiarity
with the cultures, beliefs and byways
of the diverse and contradictory land
and people that would become the
United States of America. When, in
1753, he was made deputy postmaster
general of North America, he took up
the appointment with delight. In an
age when travel was difficult, prob-
lematic, frequently uncomfortable and
sometimes dangerous, he loved it. He
rode well, loved good food—although
he would eat anything put before
him—and was wonderful company.
A compulsive scientist, insatiably cu-
rious, he could not cross an ocean
without measuring currents, could
not look at a stream without consid-
ering the fish that swam within, nor
ride a horse without considering
horse, weather and the species of tree
they both might find shelter beneath.
His Poor Richard’s Almanack, pam-
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A crowd gathers at Philadelphia’s Market Street wharf to greet Franklin on his return

from France in 1785, after he had signed the treaty that ended the American Revolution.

phlets and newspapers had molded
public opinion for decades by the
time he sailed for France. His work
to establish a hospital, an insurance
company, fire companies, libraries,
learned societies, a college, sanitation
programs and police departments had
transformed Philadelphia and had
shown the kind of society America
could be. After 1752, when he carried

out the famous kite experiment that
showed lightning to be electricity, his
scientific research took him to a
plateau of celebrity completely new in
the American colonies.

Yet his life had been very different
from that of most of the other
Founders. He was a “leather apron
man,” in the slang of his day, was
proud of it, and never forgot it.
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Franklin was born January 17, 1706,
in Boston. His father, Josiah Franklin,
was nearly 50, a deeply religious
Congregationalist and a soap and
candle maker who had emigrated
from the village of Ecton in the Eng-
lish midlands. His mother, Abiah
Folger, was 38. Benjamin would be
her eighth child. We know very little
about her beyond Franklin’s words
in her epitaph. He called her a “dis-
creet and virtuous woman.”

Intending that Benjamin go into
the ministry, his father sent him to
Boston Latin School, where he ex-
celled. But after a year his father
withdrew him and sent him to a
local schoolmaster who taught trades-
mens’ boys a little grammar, writing
and mathematics so that they could
help their masters when apprenticed.
In his Autobiography, Franklin said
that the decision was made “from a
View of the Expence of a College Ed-
ucation which, having so large a
Family, he could not well afford, and
the mean Living many so educated
were afterwards able to obtain. . . . ”

At age 12 he went as an apprentice
to older brother James, owner of a
printing house, to learn the printing
trade. (“Dr.” Franklin would be cre-
ated in middle age when he received
an honorary doctorate from the Uni-
versity of St. Andrews in 1759, and
one from Oxford in 1762.)

Had we encountered him during
his time with James, we would have
seen a stocky, energetic boy, attired
in the deerskin breeches that, along
with thick, blue wool knee stockings,
long-sleeved speckled shirt and thick,
well-greased shoes, made up the uni-
form of a printer’s apprentice. He al-
ready had a taste for books, and James
seems to have encouraged his read-
ing. He had read Plutarch and Defoe.
He seems also to have been famil-
iar with Swift, Pope, Addison and
Steele. During this time he was first
exposed to the English philosopher
John Locke’s writings on personal
freedom and the natural rights of

This printing press, believed to have been
used by Franklin in London, is on display at
the National Museum of American History.

man, concepts that would so deeply
affect many of the Founders.

He inherited his father’s intense in-
terest in the spiritual questions of life,
but not his father’s beliefs. He decid-
ed that while he was a Deist, he was
not going to be a churchgoer. He
began using the time people were at
church to work on his reading and
writing. However, he saw churches
as the one institution, in a new world
that had very few, that could support
virtue, which he saw as critical to a
citizen’s inner growth and the cre-
ation of a civil society.

Franklin took easily to the patterns
of science. He resolved to make his
own life his first experiment. In 1722,
at 16, not long before he left Boston,
Franklin quite consciously changed
his life. After reading The Way to
Health by Thomas Tryon, he became
a vegetarian for a while, began a reg-
ular exercise program and may have
been the only man in Philadelphia
who tried to bathe regularly. He also
became concerned with ventilation,
proper breathing and good air.
(When he was 81, he told his friend
Dr. Benjamin Rush that he had
“never snuffed, chewed, or smoked.”)
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These decisions flowed in part from
the idea that respecting his body
made him a better, more productive
person. Better individuals made bet-
ter citizens, and better citizens made
for a more civil society. It was a view
shaped by the Enlightenment’s philoso-
phers, who reasoned that the human
species was infinitely perfectible.

To advance his knowledge, Franklin
was willing to learn from anyone.
Cotton Mather, the most influential
Puritan in Massachusetts, was already
famous for his involvement with the
Salem witch trials when he published
Bonifacius: Essays to Do Good in 1710. Its
words had a profound effect on
Franklin. “You must come forth to
any Publick Service, whereof you
may be capable, when you are call'd
unto it. . . . That Fault of not Em-

ploying ones Parts for the Publick,
One calls, ‘A Great Sacriledge in the
Temple of the God of Nature,
wrote Mather. Three-quarters of a

"

In June 1752, Benjamin,with his son William, a

century later, having lived a life of
public service, Franklin would write
Mather’s son, Samuel: “If I have been,
as you seem to think, a useful citizen,
the public owes the advantage of it to
[your father’s] book.”

He even used Mather’s book title as
an inside joke to create the surname
for his first literary alter ego, a fic-
tional middle-aged widow named Si-
lence Dogood. Her 14 letters, pub-
lished in his brother’s newspaper, the
Courant, represent his first major pub-
lic writing. By the time he had gotten
to the eighth letter, published on July
2, 1722, the 16-year-old Franklin had
gone beyond the gossipy humor with
which he had begun the letters and
embarked on what would become a
lifelong working out of his philoso-
phy in print: “wrraouT Freedom of
Thought,” he wrote, “there can be no
such Thing as Wisdom; and no such
Thing as publick Liberty, without
Freedom of Speech; which is the
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21, demonstrated that lightning
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is electricity—winning the elder Franklin international fame and scientific immortality.
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Learning of French encroachment down the Ohio River in 1754, Franklin published in his
Gazette this cartoon—perhaps the first—urging the colonies to unite.

Right of every Man, as far as by it, he
does not hurt or controul the Right
of another: And this is the only Check
it ought to suffer, and the only Bounds
it ought to Know.

“This sacred Privilege is so essential
to free Governments, that the Securi-
ty of Property, and the Freedom of
Speech always go together. . . . Who-
ever would overthrow the Liberty of
a Nation, must begin by subduing the
Freeness of Speech. . . .”

In 1727 he proposed to a group of
friends in Philadelphia that they join
together to start what he called the
“Junto.” It was his first experience
with the power of small associations.
To create opportunities, he used the
junto model again and again, spinning
off clones when a small group grew
too large. The groups could become a
loose network of independent soci-
eties. The plan was particularly effec-
tive in the creation of fire companies,
but he started a city watch and li-
braries with it as well.

At 22 he compiled a list of “virtues.”
He ranked his list according to how
hard he thought it would be for him
to attain each virtue, hardest last, and
then set about working on them, one
by one. The order is revealing. At the
head of the list was Temperance; easy

for a man who had already decided
against excessive drinking or eating.
Then: Silence, Order, Resolution,
Frugality, Industry, Sincerity, Justice,
Moderation, Cleanliness, Tranquility
and, finally, the two really tough ones
for him: Chastity and Humility.

In youth, biographer Carl Van
Doren says, Franklin “went to women
hungrily, secretly, and briefly.” Before
he entered into a marriage with Deb-
orah Read Rogers, he fathered a child.
The mother’s identity was never
known. Franklin acknowledged and
reared the boy he named William.

Franklin was 24 when he and Deb-
orah, a carpenter’s daughter, were
married by common law in Septem-
ber 1730. She was “a sturdy, hand-
some, high-coloured woman, un-
taught and sometimes turbulent, little
interested in her husband’s studies or
speculations but devoted to him.”

In 1732 a son, Francis, was born,
only to die at age 4 from smallpox.
Franklin would always mourn him.
In 1743 a daughter, Sarah, known as
Sally, was born; Franklin adored her.

There is no evidence that he was
unfaithful to Deborah at any time in
this period of their lives in Philadel-
phia, and he acknowledges in many
places the debt he felt for all her sup-
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port of him. She called him “Pappy.”

Once Franklin began to travel for
the post office, however, they were
apart for months at a time. During
these trips around the colonies, he
may have had affairs with younger
women, although with whom or
how many, we do not know.

Franklin's contemporaries thought
him sensual, and he had a reputation
for sexual affairs. He certainly enjoyed
sexual innuendo. When John Jay’s
wife was visiting with Franklin in
Passy while Jay was in England work-
ing on the peace treaty negotiations,
Franklin took three magnets, and in-
dicating one as Jay, the other his wife,
he showed how the two magnets
were drawn to each another. But in-
troducing the third, which he de-
scribed as a certain English lady, he
showed how her attraction could be-
come the stronger. Both Jay and his
wife were amused by the story.

Franklin never saw Deborah again
after he sailed to England in 1764 to
continue his service as Pennsylvania’s
colonial agent. She died, at 66, in 1774,
while Franklin was in London
wrestling with the final deterioration
of the colonial relationship.

His struggle with humility, which
he had placed last on his list of
virtues, turned out much more suc-
cessfully than his attempts at chastity.
One of the central influences that
helped him in this was Freemasonry.
He first learned of this secret society
as a poor, young journeyman printer
working in London. When the Lodge
of St. John, the first in the colonies,
was formed in Philadelphia, in 1727,
he was becoming a man of consider-
able substance, master of a printing
house and publisher of the Pennsylva-
nia Gazette, which he had purchased
in 1729. He was inducted into the so-
ciety in 1731

Once inside the brotherhood,
Franklin discovered it almost exactly
mirrored his own beliefs. Its ascend-
ing degrees, like his list of virtues,
were designed to help a man build a

It bears noting how up-ciose and
personal you can get with the Polar Bears of
Churchill. Join our experienced naturalists

on an unforgettable wildlife adventure.

INTERNATIONAL
, , 8
wlul@ra
ADVENTURES
Your Fath'l?)Naturc'l_ravcl

Our complete tour packages bring you to a
variety of unspoiled destinations including:

« The Polar Bears of Churchill
« Galapagos Islands < Ruins of Peru
- Rainforests and Resfs of Belize

info@wildlifeadventures.com
800-593-8881

= AR

www.wil

@
Swim or exercise .
against a smooth current
adjustable to any speed or abil tg Ideal for
swimming, water aerobics, rehabilitation and
fun. The 8'x 15' Endless Pool® is simple to
maintain, economical to run, and easy to
install inside or outdoors.

FOR FREE VIDEO CALL
(800)233-0741, Ext. 1557

or visit www.endlesspools.com
200 E Dutton Mill Rd, Dept 1557
Aston, PA 19014

ENDLESS POOLS™

DOLPHIN E
Elizabeth Allen Tuttie noted artist and jewelry designer has
created this lovely kissing Dolphin Heart, symbolizing the
essence of love. The solid sterling silver Dolphin Heart comes
complete with 20" sterling silver chain, polishing cloth and pouch.
30x30mm. $95. plus $3.50 shipping. 14 Kt. $450. Your Dolphin will
be shipped in 24 hours. V/MC/AmEx/Dis/Chk. www.maingem.com

40 Bayvi St., Camden, Maine 04843
MAIN GEM * "12800-356-6310




want to visit
a land where
there are

180,000 caribou
and over
6,000 grizzlies?

www.canadasyukon.com

EEE-EEEEEE, SIZES 5-13
 FREE catalog
* High quality

*160 styles

S

N

HITCHCOCK SHOES, INC.
Dept. 21F Hingham, MA 02043
1-800-992-WIDE ~ www.wideshoes.com

#*COSTA RICA#

No Artificial Ingredients
CUSTOMIZED TRIPS e GUIDED EXPEDITIONS
* INDEPENDENT EXPLORATIONS
¥ (300) 882-2636 Tourlicli
e www.tourtechinternational.com INIERNATIONAL
e CST # 1020722-40 The Rainforest specialist

Beau Ties L. of Vermont
Handcrafted silk bow ties & accessories

800-488-8437 « beautiesltd.com

22nd year tours of
BORA OZKOK & CULTURAL FOLK TO

Quality tours for less

Call 1-800-935-8875
http://www.boraozkok.com  E-mail:tourinfo@boraozkok.com
CA Tour Operator Reg. #2011417-40

Thritling Sea Classics

Alexander Kent ® Dudley Pope

> Douglas Reeman

- Captain Frederick Marryat

or call toll-free tod C

to place an nrd"e‘;c:r receivr: :mr f:eye MII.BlllolllgR‘gSSS

book catalog: 1-888-266-5711 120 West State Street
Order on-line at: www.mcbooks.com  Ithaca NY 14850

In 1776 Benjamin Franklin was appointed with Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Roger

Sherman and Robert B. Livingston to draft the Declaration of Independence from Britain.

life that was “four square and true”
through hard work and fair dealing.
Had we visited him at that time,
working in his printing house on
Market Street in Philadelphia, we
would have seen a prospering trades-
man with both the charm and tough-
ness of a self-made entrepreneur,
proud, brilliant, a little aggressive, a
bit too self-promoting, but endlessly
well-intentioned and hardworking.
And everyone agreed he had a pres-
ence about him. He seemed bigger
than his five foot nine or ten. Al-
though he sometimes spoke hesitant-
ly, his voice was pleasant, and he was
already using the disarming flow of
humorous stories and snatches of
songs that marked the conversation of

his later years. Once committed, he
was decisive and tenacious.

On May 14, 1743, Franklin began
work on his ultimate junto, the
American Philosophical Society, which
was modeled on the Royal Society,
the leading intellectual association in
Britain. We think of Franklin today
principally for his experiments in
electricity, particularly the indelible
images of him flying a kite in a storm,
but Franklin’s contributions ranged
across disciplines from climatology to
oceanography to geology to medicine
to what today we would call physics.
By inviting the leading colonial natur-
al scientists to join him in forming
America’s premiere intellectual society,
he was exercising yet another variation

HULTON GETTY/ARCHIVE PHOTOS



of his small-group model. As Mason-
ry fed his spirit, so the American
Philosophical Society and his mem-
berships in the Royal Society (1756)
and the French Academy of Science
(1772) would come to feed his mind.

Back from his long embassy in
France, in 1787 he was selected to be
one of Pennsylvania’s delegates to the
Constitutional Convention. Immedi-
ately upon arriving in Philadelphia for
the convention, George Washington.
paid an official call on Franklin, the
only other man of comparable stature
in the country.

Franklin was the oldest man at the
Constitutional Convention, as he had
been the oldest man in the Continen-
tal Congress in 1775. William Pierce of
Georgia later wrote, “Dr. Franklin is
well known to be the greatest phy-
losopher of the present age. . .. he
does not shine much in Public Coun-
cil,—he is no Speaker, nor does he
seem to let politics engage his atten-
tion. He is, however, a most extraor-
dinary Man, and tells a story in a
style more engaging than anything I
ever heard. . .. He is 82 years old,
and possesses an activity of mind
equal to a youth of 25 years of age.”

At the convention, Washington
and Franklin acted as moderating
forces. Washington spoke but once in
formal sessions, and Franklin only in-
frequently. But each, in his own way,
worked to see that the convention
did not fly apart as the passionate de-
bate over the nation’s form of gov-
ernment went on.

One Friday afternoon, on the 13th
of July 1787, during a break in the de-
liberations of the Constitutional Con-
vention, lobbyist Manasseh Cutler
called upon Franklin at his home on
Market Street. Thanks to that visit we
have a final word portrait of one of
our history’s most extraordinary fig-
ures. He was, said Cutler, “a short,
fat, trunched old man, in a plain
Quaker dress, bald pate, and short
white locks, sitting without his hat
under the tree. . . . His manners were
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PO. Box 1459, Dept 921
Wells, ME 04090. Or, visit us at:

www.LighthouseDepot.com
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(LOUCT]S
18K Solid Gold or Sterling Silver
A Talisman with Your Name in Hieroglyphics.
Protective Charms, Powerful Amulets, Beautiful Gifts,
P.0. Box 309, Delmont, PA 15626 Email inats@cartoucheltd.com

For a Free Catalog Call 1-800-283-4978

African Safaris | Nile Cruises
Small groups & expert guides with
32 years of experience

Call for our free
80-page catalog
888-246-2085

www.parkeast.com

THE CIVIL WAR AS NEVER SEEN BEFORE

Graphic timelines of battles and campaigns
24"x 36" color laminates @ $14.95

HISTORYSCOPE

historypublishing.com  toll free 866-359-1229

LUxuRrY ADVENTURE CRUISES
Virgin Islands & New England

Experience must see sites and
best kept secrets aboard an intimate
22 cabin mega-yacht.

==A rabella

CALL FOR FREE BROCHURE OR RESERVATIONS:
800-395-1343

AUTHORS WANTED

Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manuscripts.
Fiction, non-fiction, poetry, juvenile, religious, etc. New
authors welcomed. For free 32-page illustrated guide-
book TD-72, call 1-800-821-3990 or write to:
Vantage Press, 516 W 34th St., New York, NY 10001

DISCOVER THE SPLENDOR OF ITALY

Beautiful homes for rent at affordable weekly rates
Wine tours, cooking schools and more...

800 280 2811

www.theparkercompany.com

At the signing of the Declaration of Independence, Franklin reputedly said, “We must,
indeed, all hang together, or most assuredly we shall all hang separately.”

perfectly easy, and everything about
him seems to diffuse an unrestrained
freedom and happiness. He has an
incessant vein of humor, accompa-
nied with an uncommon vivacity,
which seems as natural and involun-
tary as his breathing.”

Two years later, in 1789, Franklin’s
health was failing. With wisdom’s
long vision, he decided to amend his
will. He stated his goal candidly: “I
wish to be useful even after my
Death, if possible, in forming and ad-
vancing other young men that may
be serviceable to their Country. . .. "

He gave to Boston and Philadelphia
each “One thousand Pounds Ster-
ling.” This money was to be loaned
in small sums to “young married Ar-
tificers, under the Age of twenty-five
Years, as have served an Apprentice-
ship in the said Town; and faithfully
fulfilled the Duties required in their
Indentures, so as to obtain a good
moral Character from at least two re-
spectable Citizens. ... " Franklin
clearly saw each set of three people—
a young “Artificer” and two “re-
spectable Citizens”—forming a small
group. In this way individuals would
join in small groups, strengthening
their cities, their states and, ultimate-
ly, their nation.

The trusts would live on until dis-
solved in 19g1, still in accordance with

Franklin’s careful instructions. For
200 years they improved the lives of
thousands of young families in
Boston and Philadelphia, and they do
so still, because the $6.5 million in the
trusts when they were dissolved was
used to support educational programs
for the same people Franklin had
originally designed them to serve. His
trusts anticipated the modern micro-
lending programs of the famous
Grameen Bank and similar efforts,
which have had an empowering ef-
fect in many of today’s nations.

By the fall of 1789 there was a sense
that Franklin was dying, and people
great and small began to say good-
bye. One of the most moving
farewells is in a letter Washington
wrote. It says a lot about these two
men who had grown old in their
country’s service, in the process forg-
ing a remarkable relationship, in spite
of their very significant differences.
The letter ends:

“If to be venerated for benevo-
lence—If to be admired for talent—if
to be esteemed for patriotism—if to be
beloved for philanthropy, can gratify
the human mind, you must have the
pleasing consolation to know that you
have not lived in vain; And I flatter
myself that it will not be ranked
among the least grateful occurrences
of your life to be assured that so long

FRANCIS G. MAYER/CORBIS



as I retain my memory—you will be
thought on with respect, veneration
and Affection by Your sincere friend

George Washington”

Franklin’s last great effort was ded-
icated to eliminating slavery from his
new country. He had owned slaves,
advertised their sale in his newspaper
and even traded in human beings. But
by 1751 he had begun to think the in-
stitution was philosophically and eco-
nomically unsound. In 1787 he helped
reinvigorate the Pennsylvania Society
for Promoting the Abolition of Slav-
ery, the first such society in America,
by becoming its president.

When he wrote his will at the end
of a life filled with honors and
celebrity, he defined himself as: “I,
Benjamin Franklin, of Philadelphia,
printer, late Minister Plenipotentiary
from the United States of America to
the Court of France, now President of
the State of Pennsylvania. . . . ”

Franklin died about 1 o’clock Sat-
urday night on April 17, 1790, three

months past his 84th birthday. His
was the largest funeral that had ever
been held in America. It was estimat-
ed that 20,000 people witnessed the
procession and ceremony.

On April 22, James Madison moved
that the House of Representatives
wear mourning for a month. It passed
unanimously without discussion. The
Senate, though, would not agree. Jef-
ferson took the matter to Washington,
who rejected it, asking, if the practice
were once begun, where the line
would be drawn. “I told him,” Jeffer-
son later wrote, “that the world had
drawn so broad a line between him
and Dr. Franklin, on the one side, and
the residue of mankind, on the other,
that we might wear mourning for
them, and the question still remain
new and undecided as to all others.”
It is an appraisal two centuries of

hindsight has only strengthened. 2

Virginia-based writer Stephan A. Schwartz is
working on a biography of George Mason.

A selection from his Poor Richard’s
Almanack. (Note: The proverbs in the
Almanack were not all Franklin’s
own. He borrowed freely from “the
wisdom of many ages and nations.”)

“Genius without Education is like
Silver in the Mine.”

“Having been poor is no shame,
but being ashamed of it, is.”

“Love your Enemies, for they tell
you your Faults.”

“He’s a Fool that makes his
Doctor his Heir.”

“Early to bed and early to rise,
makes a man healthy,
wealthy and wise.”

FRANKLIN'S APHORISMS

“He that waits upon Fortune, is
never sure of a Dinner.”

“To serve the Publick faithfully,
and at the same time please it en-
tirely, is impracticable.”

“Keep your eyes wide open

before marriage, half shut

afterwards.”

“Search others for their virtues,
thy self for thy vices.”

“Kings and Bears often worry
their Keepers.”

“When the Well’s dry, we know
the Worth of Water.”

“Little Strokes, Fell great Oaks.”

Better Way To Sleep

Soft 100% Cotton Kn it TeePJ’sw
&%, Tee-PJ’s are not ordinary nightshirts. The
special knit moves as lyou move for the
ultimate in sleeping and founging comfort.
No bind, no bunch, no buttons, no side seams.
. Most comfortable sleeper ou’ve
ever worn or your money back!
/ j Great for Ladies, too.
“ /2 White or Soft Blue. SIZES to fit 90-300Ibs.
= Specify man/lady and height/weight.
===/ ORDER NOW, while prices include S&H-and
\  no extra charge for XXL & XXXL on 1st order!
(Can't wait? For RUSH AIR delivery add $2)

$21%ea. 2 for $38%(Save $5)
Long sleeve style (not shown)
$26%ea. 2for $46% (Save $7)

WITTMANN TEXTILES, Dept. 218

.| P.0. Box 1066, Hobe Sound, FL 33475-1066

(Ship to FL add tax) 1-561-546-4656
www.wittmanntextiles.com

PERFECT READING LAMP

LEDGER Floor Lamp

The Double Swivel Action
~ places light correctly for a
high or low chair, or desk
or a table, or a computer.

Bronze with Slate Base

Opal White Shade
Height(Adj): 30”-54”

100 watt Q
Dimmer Switch

$129.00
2 for $229.00
shipping $12.00 each

Mail or Phone Orders
NEW HAVEN LIGHTING 1-800-243-3123
P.0. BOX 6353 Hamden, CT 06517
WWW.NEWHAVENLIGHTING.COM

A NEW WAY TO TELL TIME®

| Digital hours encircled by
| accumulating minutes.

| Separate time-set

| and light-up controls.

| Black leather strap.

| Polished or brushed
stainless steel case with
| mineral glass crystal.

; Time shown: 6:25:35

| Digital Watch. $140.

;To order:
| 1-800-721-2611
| www.timebydesign.com

PATAGONIA - TURKEY




